36 LECTURE I

LECTURE IL

Psarm xxiils 18,

The Lord is my fhepherd, I jhall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in greenpaftures : Helead-
eth me befide the fill waters. :

He refloreth my foul ; he leadeth me in the paths of
righteoufnefs for bis name's fake.

Tiea, though I walk through the valley of the fhadow
of death I will fear no evil: For thou art with me, thy
rod and thy faff they comfort me.

Thou prepareft a table before me in the prefence of
mine enemies ; thou anointeft my head with oily my cup
runneth over, ;

Surely goadnefs and mercey fhall follow me all the days
of mylife: AndIwilldwellinthe boufe of the Lord for ever.

Y friends, we would be a bleffed company, if we could

fay with David,*The Lordismy thepherd;” ifyoucould
once fay this, then you might lay claim to all the reft that is
in the plalm. Now the plalmift lays down here many brave '
conclufions from the Lord’s being his fhepherd, and by thefs
he comforts himfelf. And the

1. Conclufion he draws from this, is, that he leads him in
green paftures, and by the quiet and ftill waters; whercby is
to be underftood abundance of all things needful for himin
{pirituals and temporals, which he enjoyed with much eafe
and pleafure, like as a flock of theep coming to quiet waters,
get ealy drinking thereof, with all eafe and conveniency,
without impediment,

2. He conclades, That he fhall be well fed and nodrithed,
there was no doubt of plenty, they thould {meaning himfelf
and all the truly godly) be fed as with marrow and with fat-
nefs in his paftures.

3. He concludes, That he leads them in righteoulnefs, as
if he had fuid, there is no doubt of their firaying here, for
his way is perfedl, and converts the finner; therein making
them perfect in vighteoufnefs.

4 His pattureis a fure pafture, forfayshe, ¢ he will be my
¢ gruide, his rod and his taff is with me;” and being mention-
ed here, the rod fignifies his correlion, and his ftaff im-

ports
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ports his government, or holds out his kingly office and
power, that he rules By his fovereign authority.

5. There is this held out in this pfalm, that this pafture
isa pleafant pafture, and full of fpiritual dignities; and holds
out his affurance of his fruition and enjoyment therzof 2l
his life.

6. There is this alf{o held out by this pfalm, his duration
and continuance in that blefled and happy efiate.

Now we fhall obferve fome things from thefe conclufions
which the pfalmift lays down here; and fo from the first con-
clufion that he is a thepherd, we thall obferve,

1. That the pfalmift in fo doing, doth it after the manner
of men; and yet God is not angry nor difpleafed with him
for this ftyle: You know that a thepherd is not much in re-
fpe& with the world; and yet our Lord ftcops fo low,that he
condefcends to take on him this ftyle of being a fhepherd.
And hence we may fee, his love ro his church and fheep;
as alfo, that he will be careful of them and lead them.

2. That before a perfon can draw any fure conclufion of
their flate, they muft get him to be theirs, er they muft havs
zn intereft in him; O then firs labour to get him to be your
God! O get him to be your king! get him to be the object
of your love above all things; and theun fear not, you fhalt
not want any thing that hefeesgoodforyou. ltmay be {fome
of you think that you have many ftraits and wants as to the
world, yet look on that as God’s good dealing with you,
fince he fees it better for you to want than to have your de-

ire thereing what is good the Lord will give, ‘and what
would you have more? then' take all well out of his hand.

3. Obferve, That the Lord whe is a good fhepherd, leads
his people in a good pafture, though the world thinks our
cafe very fad; and though enemies caft cut the people of
Ged to hunger and die in the fields, yet they fhall be fed for
2l that, and thall grow and flourith; O then firs! get Chrift
to be your (hepherd, and you fhail get life, you fhail get
grace and glory, yea, and your wildernefs {hall become a
fruitful ficld, and you fhall not be barren.

Next from the fecond conclufion that he draws, which
was, that he fhould be fed, from that, obferve,

1. That though the people of God be overcome fome.
times, yet he will come and reftore hife and heaith again; or
thus, though they be like to be {wallowed up, bothas to their
fpirituals and temporals, yet there is a day of refioration
coming, in which they will be revived again; but ab! I fear
there be many of you {o ignorant of God, that you donot dif-
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cern between his prefence and his abfence; and you that are
fuch, know not what that reftoving or reviving is.

2. Obferve, That there is no fafety in fuch a ftumbling day,
but to feek to be led and guided of God, now when all are
out of the way; and for my part, I know of nothing that will
bring or fet folk right, and keep them right in fuch a.day,
but a deep impreflion of the wrath of God, and of the caufe
of God upon your {pirits, and a deep impreflion of your
duty to God, and to your generation; and never think you
will be right while you come to this, and to look only to
God for your leading and guiding. \

3. Obferve, That you muft look only for good in and
thro’ Chrift’s merits, and noother way, it muft come allthro]
that channel, and not for any thing in you, or ought that
you can do; but look to God, who muft come down and
condefcend to you, for you will never be able to come up to
him, he muft (to {peak fo) make the travel, for we cannot
do it; O firs! here is a broad field and large pafture to feed
on, therefore, O firs! come here and be fatisfied with this
fruitful field of Chrift’s merits and bounty.

But next from the ¢hird conclufion, wiz. That in the
Lord’s moft righteous paths, is the fafeft pafture. Obferve,

i. That the people of God may be in that cafe, that they
cannot tell where they are, they may be in great trouble of
{pirit, and great darknefs, and go through many a fad and
dark ftep, Ifa. xliii. 1. Yea, they may go through many a
weary ftep, ere they come to their outgate from under thefe,

et fear not, it will come in due time; you would aye be ata
world of eafe without any feck of trouble, you would be at
that to have two fummers in one year; but you muft re-
folve to have daik fleps, to let you fee your need of his
guiding and leading you.

2. Obferve, ‘The people of God will not do any thing
right, and they will fear and dread any thing, tiil once
they get a faving fight of Chrift, and their interelt made
fure in himj; and then they will be bold; they will not
fear, neither the fear of fin, nor the fear of the punifhment;
O get this! and get faith in exercife; in the aflurance of this,
you may brag in your ftrength, for faith is a great bragger ;
but you may ftill fee this, that it never brags in the crea-
ture, but in God, who can deliver you out of all troubles
and every difliculty, when he fees his own time; andjwe
may fay this, that {lraits and difliculties {hould feed and
embolden the faith of the people of God; for if you would
afk at David, What itwas that made him fo fearlefs and cor-

fident ?
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nt? Here is the reafon of it, the ford is with me, or
2rt with me. O firs! feek to get the Lord with
vou, but feek not the aflurance of this perverfe generation,
12k not the affurance of compliers and their confederates;

isall flee away, and the fear of man fhall flee away.

3. Obferve, That God hath fhowed the inftruments
wherewith he leads and guides his people, viz. ¢ his rod
¢ and his ftafl,” that is, his corretion and government,
'-Q.me, and difcipline, by which he leads, governs, and
fee is his people to their great comfort.

4. Cbferve, 'That by fanctified trials, he makes his people
a wi{e people, fo that fometimes, and in fome refpects,
""e) become wifer than their teachers; O firs! get this
pafs and abfolutxon, viz. That you are interefted in him,
and that is wifdom; but, though you fhould be abfolved
by all the world, 1f you want thls, you fhall be re]e&ed of
de O then! feek your intereft in him, and then all o-
ther things thall be fure to you.

_ Next from the fourth conclufion, which he lays down in

his Pfalm, wiz. The furenefs of the believer’s pomon, tho’
tvlwt of thcxr enemies.

Ob(crvc., That believers thall not want any thing that
ll be for their good; O believe this! that even when
ou are meeting with robbmg and fpeiling, and cafting out
f vour houfes, and are cruelly ufed by enemies, fo that
ou are become a by-word and derx{'on, a proverb and a
i f g, yea, a wonder in Ifrael, yet in all that, you are meet-
g mth nothing but what {hall be for your good; O.be-
:zve this! believe this firs! and look to Chrift who hath
'r‘r:nd back and ftrong arms to bear you up in all thefe ;

rs! do not comply with enemies, but betake yourfelves

Chr 1(‘{ and plead your nvce'hty from thefe things, that
ke may be your guide, and get your intereft made furein
: » ar nd you fhall not want V'hat is good 3 and as you will
lily profefs, that you wiil truft your fpiritual concern~
1ts to him, fo let your temporal wants be on him alfo.

. Obferve, That his people thall be fed, were it even in
the prefpnce of their enemies; although thev feek to ftarve
704, and to make you miferable by thelr 2éts and laws,
which they put out againft you; yet, though they feek to
roy you, fear not, neither for your fp.rltual nor tem-
::cr..l neceflities, for they fhall be feen to; dare any of you
izy, for all that the enemies have done, that ever you had
caule to complain ! although they have done all that they

could
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could to cut off the life both of foul and body, yet you are
fed in both.

3. Obferve, That the people of God are not only fed,
but they are fed to the full, {o that their cup runs over, and
he anoints them with oil; oil is faid to make man’s face to
fhine, and it is taken in feveral places of fcripture for the
graces of the Spirit, as a parable of the ten virgins, 'z,
but here it figuifies their {atisfaétion in all their neceflities
in foul and body.

And from the fifth conclufion that he draws from this
pfalm, viz. His holding out of God’s favouring him with
his goodnefs '

Obferve, 1. That we are to look to God for the doing
of the work himfelf, for his own name’s {ake, and for
nothing in us moving him to it: He fays in another place,
it is not for your fake, but for his own name’s fake that
he doth this.

2. Obferve, That the believer’s inheritance thall be made
fure to him: all things in the world fhall vanifh away; but
the believer’s .portion {hall never fail, nor vanith away.

8ixthly and lafily, From the sixth conclufion that he lays
down Lere, vz, Thatthe Lord is his dwelling place, and
that he {hall have a fure abode in his houfe. Obferve,

1. That believers, and they that are really interefted in
him, fhall dwell with him for ever; he hath a {ure abode
for that party, They fball go no more out, &c. O firs! here
is the believer’s happinefs, which goes far beyond any tem.
poral happinels in the world. O! who is able to defcribe
this place of happinefs? It is a place of continual loving, a
place of continual longing, and a place of continual fatis-
fadion to all eternity.

2. Obferve, Thatitis a place of continual continuing
and abode; it will never end, it will continue for ever-
more: All other inheritances, pleafures, and enjoyments
will come to an end, and to-many they will come to a
forrowful and miferable end, but this is an enduring fub-
ftance, an inheritance that lafts for evermore.

Now the Ufe we draw from all this, is an ufe‘of inftruc-
tiop. O firs! [ecing there are fo many fweet things to be had
with, and in Chrift, O then! come and accept of him, and
receive him on his own terms. O firs! get an intereft in

‘him; get him to be your fhepherd, and you fhall be led in
his way, and (hall get food to your fouls. Zo him be praife
Jor evermare.  Amen,



